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Key Stage 4 Prospectus
(Year 10 and Year 11)

Welcome to Key Stage 4 at ICS, the 
global home of #themonalisaeffect. 

This prospectus contains much of 
the information needed to help you 
understand the Key Stage 4 options 
process. However, if you do have 
any further questions, we will be 
more than happy to answer them 
personally.

School Mission 

The International Community 
School provides a personalised, 
high quality education, drawing on 
the best of British and international 
practice. We will continue to 
nurture and invest in an inclusive 
and diverse learning community 
of happy, confident and creative 
global citizens.

School Vision

ICS is a school where every child 
can thrive.

www.ics.edu.jo 
© International Community School, 
    Amman, Jordan
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Key Stage 4 at ICS

Welcome to Key Stage 4 at ICS, the global home 
of  We will provide you with 
a high quality, specialist curriculum and a highly 
personalised learning experience to ensure that 
your needs are met, your interests are fed and 
your strengths are developed. We will also provide 
outstanding pastoral care and guidance, not only 

important decisions you will face, but also to ensure 

success, in a warm and caring environment. 

At this stage of your education journey, as you begin 
to move away from breadth and begin to specialise, 
you will be able to choose a number of your subjects 
- subjects in which you are most likely to succeed
and be happy, and which will begin your journey to
A Levels, your chosen university and, beyond that,

valued worldwide, and, therefore, you know that, 
should you need to leave ICS at the end of Year 11, 

the world. 

In Year 10, you begin a two-year course leading 

Education), GCSE or BTEC examinations, which 
take place in May and June of Year 11. These 
examinations are very important for you. You have 
to look ahead and decide which subjects you wish to 
study. Some subjects are compulsory in Year 10 and 
11, whilst others are optional. This booklet contains 

International Community School.

The purpose of this booklet is to give you important 
information about each subject, and to help you 
make the right choice, thereby giving you the best 
chance of success. Please read through the booklet 
carefully, discuss your options with your parents 
and ask your teachers for advice. However, having 

yours!

In Key Stage 4  at ICS, you will:

• Be welcomed quickly into our warm, strong and
supportive community;

• Pursue a personalised programme of study and
be taught by teachers who can respond to your
individual needs;

• Be taught in classes where you will experience,

learning and teaching;
• Choose from a range of interesting and engaging

subjects, building on the skills and knowledge you 
have acquired already, and preparing for your
future choices too;

• Develop a range of essential life skills, including
teamwork, organisation and time management;

• Take part in a range of enrichment projects and

classroom.

Pastoral Care

The transition into Key Stage 4 is more than simply 
becoming a year older. As a student in Year 10, you 
are moving closer to the Sixth Form, university, and 
the world of work beyond, and you will already have 
begun to think about the choices ahead of you. You 
will work closely with your Form Tutor and Head 
of Year, who will guide you at each and every step. 
Informally, support and guidance are never far away, 
due to the warm and positive relationships that exist 

Learning Reviews

As a student in Key Stage 4, you will be involved in 
regular reviews of your achievement and progress, 
which are closely monitored by your subject 
teachers, your Head of Year and the Secondary 
School Leadership Team (SSLT). You will receive 
regular feedback and academic reports, as well 
as individual interviews with your Form Tutor and 
your Head of Year at various times of the year to 
discuss your progress. The monitoring process will 

discuss your progress at our regular Family Teacher 
Consultations, but there is no reason to wait for 
these, as appointments can also be scheduled at any 
time of the year. We want you to enjoy your time in 
Key Stage 4, and seek to address any issues before 

or wellbeing. 

Compulsory Subjects

Everyone will study the following core (compulsory) 
subjects:

• English Language (Either First Language or Second 
Language, according to students’ needs) and, for
most students, English Literature
• Mathematics (and, for advanced students, Further
Mathematics)
• Double Award Science (which counts as two IGCSE 

•One Foreign Language (Arabic, French or Spanish)
You will also participate in Challenge Hour, and,

Physical Education (PE). 

Choosing your ‘Options’

Your choice of subjects should provide you with a 
broad and balanced curriculum. You should study 
a variety of subjects that will keep a wide range of 

that, one day, you might want to change direction 
completely from the ideas you have now. At ICS, we 
aim to meet the individual needs of all students, and 

at the end of Year 11.

All students will follow a minimum of eight subjects, 

You will be able to select three further IGCSEs/GCSEs 
or BTECs from the list on your ‘Options’ selection 
sheet.  We would recommend students choose a 
breadth of subjects to ensure they retain a good 
choice of options when progressing to KS5

Changing Courses

Both IGCSEs/GCSEs and BTECs are two-year courses 
and, therefore, students cannot change subjects 
at the end of Year 10. However, occasionally, and 
where a serious mistake has been made in choosing 
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Key Stage 4 at ICS

How Courses are Assessed

Due to recent changes in the UK education system, on which our curriculum is based, IGCSE/GCSE courses 
are now graded using a  9-1 system*, for which 9 is the highest possible award. BTEC courses are graded Pass, 
Merit, Distinction, with Distinction being the highest possible award.

Compulsory Subjects

IGCSE English 1st Language or English 2nd Language

IGCSE English Literature

IGCSE Science Double Award

IGCSE Maths

O Level Arabic or GCSE Arabic or French or Spanish 

Option Blocks

Students will choose one subject from  each of the ‘Option Blocks’ below:

Key Stage 4 Subject Option Blocks

OPTION A OPTION B OPTION C

IGCSE TRIPLE SCIENCE
IGCSE GEOGRAPHY/

BTEC L2 TRAVEL & TOURISM
IGCSE HISTORY

IGCSE ART & DESIGN GCSE MUSIC IGCSE DRAMA

IGCSE IT BTEC L2 CREATIVE MEDIA

BTEC L2 BUSINESS

IGCSE GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

GCSE P.E. IGCSE BUSINESS
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Further Information

You are always welcome to come and speak with any 
member of the Secondary Leadership Team, who 
can be reached via email as follows:

• Secondary Headteacher - Ms. Susan Havis 
(s.havis@ics.edu.jo)

• Deputy Head of Secondary - 
 (e.darwood@ics.edu.jo)

• Head of Year 9 - Mr. Tom Sansford
(t.sansford@ics.edu.jo)

Existing students can also contact their Form Tutor 
or the Subject Teachers at any time.

Parents are also invited to contact the school to 
make an appointment should they have any further 
questions. Appointments can be made through 
Haneen Qulaghassi, the Secondary Headteacher’s 
PA, via email (h.qulaghassi@ics.edu.jo)
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IGCSE English Language (First Language)

Examinations Board 
Cambridge

Syllabus Code 
0990

What will I learn on this course? 
First Language English allows you to  develop the 
ability to communicate clearly, accurately and
effectively  when  speaking  and  writing.    It  is  also 
designed to teach you how to use a wide range 
of vocabulary, and the correct grammar, spelling 
and punctuation for impact.  You will develop a 
personal style and an awareness of the audience 
being addressed for each written task. In this 
course, you will also develop general analysis and 
communication skills such as synthesis, inference, 
and the ability to order facts and present opinions
effectively. 

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding 
• Demonstrate a precise understanding of extended 

texts 
• Synthesise, develop, analyse and evaluate facts,

ideas and opinions 
• 
• Demonstrate an understanding of how writers

• Recognise and respond to sophisticated linguistic
devices 

• 
purposes

• 
imagined 

• Order and convey facts, ideas and opinions

• Demonstrate a sophisticated use of imaginative
and varied vocabulary 

• Demonstrate a clear sense of audience and
context 

• Demonstrate accuracy in spelling, punctuation
and grammar 

• 

Examination Structure
This course will be assessed as follows:

Component Assessment Method Weighting (%) Exam Duration

Paper 1 Written Exam 50% 2 hours

Paper 2 Written Exam 50% 2 hours
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IGCSE English Second Language 

Examinations Board 
Pearson

Syllabus Code 
4ES1

What will I learn on this course? 
This course is designed to give you the opportunity 
to gain lifelong skills and knowledge.  This will 
include:  better communicative ability in English, 
improved ability to understand English in a range of 
everyday situations and in a variety of social styles 
and a greater awareness of the nature of language 
and language-learning skills.

This course will provide a solid foundation for the 
skills required for further study or employment using 
English.  It will also develop your awareness of the 
nature of language and language-learning skills and 
should help to promote your personal development.

This course has been especially designed to support 
students who have English as a second language and 
allows students to progress to further education. 

It is a well-respected course and allows students to 
apply for universities in the UK and US.

Students who take this pathway for IGCSE will have
the option to then take English as a first language at
Sixth Form should they decide to study sciences and
have achieved four grade 4s at the IGCSE level.  

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding 

• Understand factual information and ideas from
a range of texts, e.g. leaflets, articles, blogs and 
webpages 

• Identify relevant information and select correct
details from a range of texts 

• Identify ideas, opinions and attitudes from a range 
of texts and understand the connections between 
them 

• Show some awareness of what is implied but not
directly stated, e.g. gist, purpose and intention

• Communicate factual information and ideas with
appropriate expansion 

• Select and organise relevant information and
ideas into paragraphs and use appropriate linking
devices 

• Respond to a written stimulus and show awareness 
of appropriate register and style/format for the
given purpose and audience, e.g. a summary, an
informal email, an article, a report and a review 

• Produce written texts with an adequate range of
language structures (i.e. grammatical and lexical) 

• Produce written texts that show good control of
punctuation and spelling

Examination Structure
This course will be assessed as follows:

Component Assessment Method Weighting (%) Exam Duration

Paper 1:
Reading & Writing

Reading & Writing 66.67% 2 hours

Paper 2 Listening 33.33% 

Endorsed Separately

50 minutes

Paper 3 Speaking 10-12 minutes
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Examinations Board 
Pearson

Syllabus Code 
4ET1

What will I learn on this course? 
The aims and objectives of this course are to enable 
you to engage with and develop the ability to read, 
understand and respond to a wide range of literary 
texts from around the world.  The course is also 
designed to help you develop an appreciation of the
ways in which writers achieve their literary effects 
and to develop the skills needed for literary study.  
Finally, you will explore, through literature, the 
cultures of many societies, and find enjoyment in
reading literature and understanding its influence
on individuals and societies.

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding 
• Demonstrate knowledge and an understanding of

texts, maintaining a critical style and presenting
an informed personal engagement

• Analyse the language, form and structure used by
a writer to create meanings and effects 

• Explore links and connections between texts
• Show an understanding of the relationships

between texts and the contexts in which they
were written. 

Examination Structure

This course will be assessed as follows:

Component Assessment Method Weighting (%) Exam Duration

Component 1
4ET1/01:
Poetry and 

Written Exam 60% 2 hours

Component 2
4ET1/02:
Poetry and 
Modern Prose

Written Exam
(Internally Assessed)

40% 1 hour 30 
minutes

IGCSE English Literature

English as a first language is taught alongside literature. 
We do not offer a separate English as a First Languge 
class.
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Examinations Board 
Pearson

Syllabus Code 
4SD0

What will I learn on this course? 

In the Double Award discipline, you will study all 
three of the science disciplines, biology, chemistry 
and physics, in equal proportion, resulting in the 
award of two IGCSE grades.

The course focuses on developing science skills such 
as designing experiments, making predictions and 
testing a hypothesis, making a fair test, evaluating 
an experiment and drawing conclusions. The course 
content covers a range of topics which are vital to 

the understanding of how science impacts our world 

organisms in biology, establishing sustainable and 
economical large scale industrial processes through 
chemistry and the ongoing quest for seeking energy 
provisions beyond oil through physics. 

The depth of content is not quite the same as in the 
Triple Science discipline, but the essential concepts 
are covered and students are you will be able to 
progress on to A-level courses of your choice 
through either science route.

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding

• Acquire knowledge and understanding of 

and practical techniques

• Learn about unifying patterns and themes in
science, and use them in new and changing
situations

• Develop experimental and investigative skills 
based on correct and safe laboratory techniques 

• Analyse, interpret and evaluate data and
experimental methods, drawing conclusions that
are consistent with evidence from experimental
activities and suggesting possible improvements
and further investigations

Examination Structure

This course will be assessed as follows:

Component Assessment Method Weighting (%) Exam Duration

Biology Paper 1 
4SD0/1B

Written Exam 33.3% 2 hours

Chemistry Paper 1 
4SD0/ 1C

Written Exam 33.3% 2 hours

Physics Paper 1 
4SD0/1P

Written Exam 33.3% 2 hours

IGCSE Science Double Award

10
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Examinations Board 
Pearson

Syllabus Code 
4MA1

What will I learn on this course? 

In Edexcel IGCSE Mathematics, you will develop 
your problem-solving skills by translating problems 
in mathematical or non-mathematical contexts at 
both Higher and Foundation tiers. You will develop 
knowledge and understanding of mathematical 
concepts and techniques, improving reasoning skills 
through exercises such as presenting arguments 
and proofs, and making deductions and drawing 
conclusions from mathematical information. 

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding 

• Know numbers and the number system 
• Recognize and be able to use equations, formulae 

and identities 
• Understand and be able to utilize sequences,

functions and graphs
• Have a strong grasp of geometry and trigonometry
• Understand vectors and transformation geometry 
• Utilize a working knowledge of statistics and 

probability

Examination Structure

This course will be assessed as follows:

Component Assessment Method Weighting (%) Exam Duration

Paper 1 Written Exam 50% 2 hours

Paper 2 Written Exam 50% 2 hours

IGCSE Mathematics
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Examinations Board 
Pearson

Syllabus Code 
4FA1

What will I learn on this course? 

IGCSE Art and Design (Fine Art) is not limited to 
one area of study and you can develop work using 
drawing and painting, printing, mixed media, 
sculpture, photography and animation. In addition, 
you will study a range of work, from contemporary 

order to demonstrate an understanding of continuity 

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding 

• Gain awareness of the purposes, intentions and

• Use creativity and imagination to express
individual thoughts

• 
realisation

• Analyse critically your own work and the work of
others

• 
learn from mistakes

Examination Structure

Component Assessment Method Weighting (%) Exam Duration

Component 
1: Personal 
Portfolio
(Year10)

Personal Portfolio of Work 50% Coursework

Component 2: 
Externally-set 
Assignment
(Year11)

Personal response Presentation - Based on a thematic starting point set by Pearson. 50% 10-Hour Sustained Focus 
Period under examination 
conditions
(Usually set over two days)

IGCSE Art and Design (Fine Art)
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Examinations Board 
Pearson

Syllabus Code 
4BI1, 4CH1, 4PH1

What will I learn on this course? 
This course focuses on developing science skills such 
as designing experiments, making predictions and 
testing a hypothesis, making a fair test, evaluating 
an experiment and drawing conclusions. The course 
content covers a range of topics which are vital to 
the understanding of how science impacts our world 

organisms in biology, establishing sustainable and 
economical large scale industrial processes through 
chemistry and the ongoing quest for seeking energy 
provisions beyond oil in physics, amongst much 
more.  The course has three additional hour-long 

external examinations for each science at the end 
of the course, in comparison to the Double Science 
route, allowing the student to achieve a grade in 
each science discipline. 

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding 
• Acquire knowledge and understanding of

and practical techniques
• Learn about unifying patterns and themes in

science and use them in new and changing
situations

• Develop experimental and investigative skills
based on correct and safe laboratory techniques 

• Analyse, interpret and evaluate data and
experimental methods, drawing conclusions that
are consistent with evidence from experimental
activities and suggesting possible improvements
and further investigations

Examination Structure

This course will be assessed as follows:

Component Assessment Method Weighting (%) Exam Duration

Biology Paper1 4BI1 /1B Written Exam 61.1% 2 hours

Biology Paper2
4BI1/ 2B

Written Exam 38.9% 1.25 hours

Chemistry Paper 1
4CH1/1C 

Written Exam 61.1% 2 hours

Chemistry Paper 2
4CH1/2C

Written Exam 38.9% 1.25 hours

Physics Paper 1 4PH1/1P Written Exam 61.1% 2 hours

Physics Paper 2 4PH1/2P Written Exam 38.9% 1.25 hours

IGCSE Triple Science (Biology, Chemistry and Physics)
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Examinations Board 
Pearson

Syllabus Code 
4BS1

What will I learn on this course? 

Examination Structure

This course will be assessed as follows:

Component Assessment Method Weighting (%) Exam Duration

Paper 1 Investigating Small Businesses

Investigating Large Businesses

50% 1 hour 30 
minutes

Paper 2 50% 1 hour 30 
minutes

IGCSE Business

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding 
Develop an interest in and enthusiasm for the 
study of businesss.

Develop an understanding of business concepts, 
business terminology, business objectives and 
the integrated nature of business activity.

Understand how the main types of business are 
organised, financed and operated.

Develop and apply knowledge, understanding 
and skills to contemporary business issues in a 
wide range of businesses from small enterprises 
to large multinationals and businesses 
operating in local, national and global context.

•

•

•

•

Develop critical-thinking and enquiry skills to 
distinguish between facts and opinion, calculating, 
interpreting and evaluating business data, to help 
build arguments and make nformed judgements.

Develop an understanding of the dynamics of 
business activity and the related considerations of 
ethics and sustainability for global businesses.

•

•

This course will develop your knowledge of the 
various objectives of a business, changing 
business environments and the criteria for 
judging success. You will learn about the 
importance of having clear business objectives 
and how the business environment provides 
opportunities for, and imposes constraints on, 
the pursuit of these objectives. Subsequently, 
you will study people in organisations, focusing 
on their roles, relationships and management in 
business. In addition, you will learn how to use 
accounting and financial information as an aid in 
decision making. Furthermore you will learn how 

to identify and satisfy customer needs in an ever 
changing and competitive international 
environment. Finally, you will learn how 
organisations use and manage resources to 
produce goods and services.
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Examinations Board 
Cambridge

Syllabus Code 
0994

What will I learn on this course? 
Drama allows you to study important and 
groundbreaking theatre practitioners, while 

theatre texts in depth. This course teaches you how 
to devise pieces of original theatre and develop the 
skills of both a director and a performer. You will also 
learn how work collaboratively as part of a theatre 
company, as well as writing and performing solo 
monologues.

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding 
• Recognise and understand the roles and 

responsibilities of the performer and director 
• Study and explore texts and extracts that include 

relevant social, historical and cultural contexts 
• Analyse and evaluate personal work and the work 

of others 
• Understand how performance texts can be 

interpreted and performed

Examination Structure

This course will be assessed as follows:

Component Assessment Method Weighting (%) Exam Duration

Component 1:
Coursework

Three Internally-Assessed
Performances

1-Group Devised
2-Group Scripted
3-Solo Scripted

60% Coursework

1-Approx. 15 minutes
2-Approx. 15 minutes
3-Approx. 5 minutes

Component 
2: Written 
Examination

Externally assessed written examination 40% 2.5 hours

IGCSE Drama
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Examinations Board 
Pearson

Syllabus Code 
4GE1

What will I learn on this course? 
IGCSE Geography is a dynamic and relevant subject 
for all young people. You will learn about your 
place in the world and your responsibilities to 
the environment and sustainability of the planet. 
Geography is about examining physical and 
human processes, monitoring change, identifying 
consequences and suggesting how best to manage 
new situations. The geographical skills that you will 
learn along the way equip you with a broad range 
of personal learning and thinking skills which are  
highly valued by employers and universities.

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding 
• Gain mapping and graphing skills, as well as

furthering the ability to investigate problems
• Utilize numerical and statistical work throughout

the course to enhance quantitative skills and have
the opportunity to further enquiry skills while

• Develop knowledge and an understanding of the

and the planet
• Critically evaluate information in order to reach

decisions about global issues, which will then inform 
ideas about how to address these issues

Examination Structure

This course will be assessed as follows:

Component Assessment Method Weighting (%) Exam Duration

Paper 1: 
Physical 
Geography

Written Exam 40% 1 hour 10 
minutes

Paper 2: 
Human 
Geography

Written Exam 60% 1 hour 45 
minutes

IGCSE Geography
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Examinations Board 
Pearson

Syllabus Code 
4GL1

What will I learn on this course? 

In IGCSE Global Citizenship, you will develop an 

across the world, enabling you to have a global 
outlook and understand diverse points of view. If 
you are internationally mobile, or wish to study 

change. The content is organised around the 
following key themes: Politics and Governance, 
Economic Development and the Environment, 
Culture and Community and Technology. You will 

explore topics that span the Humanities, giving you 
a stronger base of knowledge and skills with which 
to make decisions about future specialisms. 

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding 

• 
societies across the globe

• Understand how communities interact at a range
of scales in response to change

• Develop skills of enquiry, analysis and evaluation

issues and change
• Participate in local community activities and

understand the impact of these actions in terms

the communities of others or society

Examination Structure

This course will be assessed as follows:

Component Assessment Method Weighting (%) Exam Duration

Paper 1 Written Exam 100% 2 hours 30 
minutes

IGCSE Global Citizenship
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Examination Structure

This course will be assessed as follows:

Component Assessment Method Weighting (%) Exam Duration

Paper 1: Written Paper
Short answers and essay 
questions on International 
Relations since 1919 (breadth 
study) and  China c.1930 - 
c.1990 (depth study)

Written Exam 40% 2 hours

Paper 2: Written Paper

topic from the ‘International 
Relations since 1919 section 
of the course. For the 
examination in 2021, the topic 
will be ‘How fair were the 
peace treaties of 1919-23?’

Written Exam 33% 2 hours

Paper 4: Written Paper, 
Alternative to coursework
One essay on China c.1930 - 
c.1990 (depth study)

Written Exam 27% 1 hour

Examinations Board 
Cambridge

Syllabus Code 
0977

What will I learn on this course? 
The IGCSE History course is called ‘International 
Relations 1918 - 1989’ and covers many tumultuous 
events of the twentieth century, starting with the 
Treaty of Versailles and how its harsh punishments 
towards Germany contributed towards the rise of 
Hitler and the outbreak of the Second World War; 
then progressing through to the Cold War period, 

ideals between Capitalist and Communist countries; 
and the events that saw the cold war turn ‘hot’, 

looking at how the Cold War came to an abrupt end 

with the rise of Mikhail Gorbachev and the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. You will then focus on your Depth Study 
which covers the Communist Revolution in China and 
how the country has developed since then. 

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding 
• Acquire the knowledge to describe the causes and

consequences of important events
• Understand the social, economic and political

factors that characterise an era or period
• Use evidence to make reasoned arguments and to

make judgements about important people from
history

• Analyse primary and secondary sources intended
for a variety of audiences

IGCSE History
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Skills, Knowledge and Understanding 

• 
coherently, conveying what students want to say 
with increasing accuracy

• Express and develop thoughts and ideas

understanding clearly articulated, standard speech
at near normal speed

• Develop an awareness and understanding of
the culture and identity of the countries and
communities where the language is spoken

• Make appropriate links to other areas of the
curriculum to enable bilingual and deeper learning,
where the language may become a medium for
constructing and applying knowledge

Examinations Board 
Pearson 

Syllabus Code 

1AA0, 1FR0, 1SP0

What will I learn on this course? 
A GCSE in Arabic, French or Spanish allows you to 
develop your ability to communicate with others in 
both speech and writing. You will study a variety of 
contexts relevant to your age and interests and will 
also develop a greater awareness of the culture of 
their chosen language. You will need to develop and 
use your knowledge and understanding of grammar 
progressively through your course of study.

Examination Structure

This course will be assessed as follows:

Component Assessment Method Weighting (%) Exam Duration

Paper 1: 
Listening and
Understanding 

Written Examination 25% French & Spanish
Foundation: 40 minutes
Higher: 50 minutes

GCSE Arabic 1AA0
Listening
Foundation: 35 minutes
Higher: 45 minutes

Paper 2: 
Speaking

Speaking 25% Foundation: 7–9 minutes plus 
12 minutes’ preparation time
Higher: 10–12 minutes plus 12 minutes’ 
preparation time

Paper 3: 
Reading and
Understanding 

Written Examination 25% French & Spanish
Foundation: 45 minutes
Higher: 1 hour

Arabic:
Foundation: 50 minutes
Higher: 1 hour 5 minutes

Paper 4: 
Writing 

Written Examination 25% French & Spanish
Foundation: 1 hour 10 minutes
Higher: 1 hour 20 minutes

Arabic
Writing 
Foundation: 1 hour 15 minutes 
Higher: 1 hour  25 minutes

GCSE Arabic, French or Spanish
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Examinations Board 
Cambridge

Syllabus Code 
Arabic 3180

What will I learn on this course? 

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding 

• 
coherently, conveying what students want to say 
with increasing accuracy

• Express and develop thoughts and ideas 

understanding clearly articulated, standard speech 
at near normal speed

• Develop an awareness and understanding of 
the culture and identity of the countries and 
communities where the language is spoken

• Make appropriate links to other areas of the 
curriculum to enable bilingual and deeper learning, 
where the language may become a medium for 
constructing and applying knowledge

Examination Structure

This course will be assessed as follows:

Component Assessment Method Weighting (%) Exam Duration

Paper 1 Composition 50% 1 hour 30 minutes

Paper 2 Translation and Reading Comprehension 50% 1 hour 30 minutes

Arabic O Level

This qualification not only suits the Arabic 
speaking students who study in English 
Medium schools, but it helps students to 
have a smooth entry to their A-Level 
Arabic with sound reading, translation and 
writing skills if they choose to take it or 
need it for equivalency in the Literary 
Stream.
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Examinations Board 
Pearson

Syllabus Code 
1MU0

What will I learn on this course? 

In this course, you will engage critically and 
creatively with a wide range of music, develop an 

used to express personal and collective identities.  
The study of music will also develop your ability to 

build skills in communication and performance.

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding 

• Have exposure to a wide range of music genres;
from classical concertos to glam rock.

• Develop knowledge of the fundamentals of music
and the use of musical devices

• Perform both solo and in ensembles
• 

and in response to a set brief

Examination Structure

This course will be assessed as follows:

Component Assessment Method Weighting (%) Exam Duration

Performing Perform as both a soloist and in ensembles 30% Practical 
Performance

Composing Two compositions: response to a brief set by the exam board and a free composition. 
Both compositions should last for a minimum of three minutes

30% Coursework

Listening and 
Appraising

Listening exam at the end of Year 11 which includes questions on eight set works, listening to unfamiliar 
works, dictation and a short essay question. Work in lessons will focus on these four areas of study:

• Instrumental Music (1700–1820)
• Vocal Music
• Music for Stage and Screen
• Fusion Music

40% 1 hour 45 
minutes

GCSE Music
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Examination Structure

This course will be assessed as follows:

Component Assessment Method Weighting (%) Exam Dur.

Component 1:
Fitness & Body 
Systems

Externally-assessed written examination 36% 1 hour 45 
minutes 

Component 
2: Health & 
Performance

Externally-assessed written examination 24% 1 hour 15 
minutes 

Component 3: 
Practical 
Performance: 3 
Sports 

Internally-Assessed, practical performance, watched by visiting examiner 30% Practical 
Performance

Component 4: 
Personal 
Exercise 
Program (PEP)

Coursework 
Internally-assessed live performance, watched by visiting examiner

10% Coursework

Examinations Board 
Pearson

Syllabus Code 
1PE0

What will I learn on this course? 
A GCSE in physical education will equip you with the 
knowledge, understanding, skills and values  needed 
to develop and maintain your performance in 
physical activities. You will also gain understanding 

well-being, increasing your ability to live a healthy 
active lifestyle.

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding 
• Develop theoretical knowledge and an

understanding of the factors that underpin
physical activity and sport and use this knowledge 
and understanding to improve performance 

• Understand how the physiological and

physical activity and sport 
• 

by developing skills and techniques and selecting
and using tactics, strategies and/or compositional 
ideas 

• Develop the ability to analyse and evaluate to
performance to improve in physical activity and

sport 
• Understand the contribution that physical activity 

• 

activity and sport.

GCSE Physical Education 
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Examinations Board 
Pearson

Syllabus Code 
21056

What will I learn?

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding

, 

How will I be assessed?

BTEC International Level 2 Travel & Tourism

There are three mandatory units of study. The first 
unit covers the concept of tourism, its importance to 
a country’s economy and the range of travel and 
tourism component industries. The second unit  
enables learners to explore the different approaches 
to customer service, and appreciate how these 
approaches lead towards meeting the needs and 
expectations of customers. The aim of the third unit 
is to enable learners to gain awareness of the world 
from the perspective of the worldwide traveller. 

There are also a number of optional units covering 
aspects of travel and tourism such as: tourism 
destinations; exploring marketing in travel and 
tourism; holiday planning and preparing for employ-
ment in travel and tourism.

A combination of mandatory and optional units are 
taken to provide the required number of credits to 
achieve either the certificate level (1 GCSE) or 
extended certificate (2 GCSE’s) 

Acquire worldwide destination knowledge

Understand and be equipped with business skills 
involved in the travel and tourism industry

Acquire skills directly related to employment in 
the travel and tourism industry

•

•

•

Assignments will be set for you to complete through-
out the duration of the course. These may take the 
form of projects where you research, plan, prepare, 
make and evaluate a piece of work or an activity, 
case study or presentation.

Each unit within the qualification has a specified 
assessment and grading criteria which are used for

for grading purposes. A summative unit grade can 
be awarded of “Pass”, “Merit” or “Distinction”. A final 
grade of distinction “*” is possible for students 
achieving the required number of units at 
Distinction level.

Students who complete a unit, but who do not meet 
all the pass criteria, are graded as unclassified for 
that unit.

To achieve a “Pass”, a student must have satisfied 
all the Pass assessment criteria.

To achieve a “Merit”, a student must additionally 
have satisfied all the Merit assessment criteria.

To achieve a “Distinction”, a student must 
additionally have satisfied all the Distinction 
assessment criteria.

•

•

•
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Examinations Board 
Pearson

Syllabus Code 
19390

Course Outline

employability options which began to expand in 
the 21st century. You  should have an interest 
in developing skills to support you as you build 
relationships with a wide variety of customers 
internal and external to a range of business 
environments. 

What will I learn?

second unit looks at business organisations, and, in 
particular, the settings of aims and objectives.

There are also a number of optional units ranging 

who work in business organisations.

A combination of mandatory and optional units are 
taken to provide the required number of credits to 

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding

• Understand the purpose and ownership of
business

• Understand the business context in which
organisations operate

• Know how to set business aims and objectives
• Identify the main functional areas in business

organisations.

How will I be assessed?

Assignments will be set for you to complete 
throughout the duration of the course. These may 
take the form of projects where you research, plan, 
prepare, make and evaluate a piece of work or an 
activity, case study or presentation.

assessment and grading criteria which are used for 
grading purposes. A summative unit grade can be 
awarded at Pass, Merit or Distinction: 

• 
all the Pass assessment criteria; 

• To achieve a ‘Merit’, a student must additionally

• To achieve a ‘Distinction’, a student must

BTEC International Level 2 in Business

grading criteria. 

Students who complete the unit, but who do not 
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Examinations Board 
Cambridge

Syllabus Code 
0983

What will I learn on this course?

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding

IGCSE Information and Communication Technology

Students develop an understanding of the 
implications of technology in society and the ways 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 
can help at home, work and the wider world. 
Through practical and theoretical studies, students 

such as word processors and interactive 

Students will analyse, design, implement, test 
and evaluate ICT systems, making sure that they 
are fit for purpose.

Students will develop the ability to recognise 
potential risks when using ICT, and use safe, 
secure and responsible practice

Students will develop the ability to understand 
the rapid change of ICT in a technology-based 
world and the impact ICT has on the world. 

Students will develop lifelong skills, which are 
essential across the curriculum and their future 
career.

• 

• 

• 

• 

Examination Structure
This course will be assessed as follows:

Component Assessment Method Weighting (%) Exam Duration

Component 1 Theory, Written Paper 40% 1 hour 30 minutes

Document Production, Databases and Presentations, Practical Test

Spreadsheets and Website Authoring, Practical Test

30% 

30% 

2 hours 15 minutes

2 hours 15 minutes

Component 2

Component 3
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Examinations Board 
Pearson

Syllabus Code 
21076

Course Outline

The world of media production, video, radio and 
journalism is exciting and dynamic. In this course, 
you will explore the Creative Media industry and 
related specialist sectors such as video, audio and 
digital photography.  This course will give students 
a sound knowledge of all aspects of producing 
messages for media broadcast from which they can 

What will I learn?

Digital Creative Media Production consists of 
one mandatory unit and one optional unit. The 
mandatory unit is ‘Research for Creative Media 
Production’, while the optional unit can be chosen 
from topics such as video production; audio 
production; print production; interactive media 
production; photography techniques and animation. 
A combination of mandatory and optional units are 
taken to provide the required number of credits (15) 

Skills, Knowledge and Understanding

• Communicate information to suit audience,
purpose and content

• Understand music video production
• Understand video editing;
• Have an understanding of digital photography; 
• Be informed about the media industries; 
• Know about radio production.

How will I be assessed?

Assignments will be set for you to complete 
throughout the duration of the course. These may 
take the form of projects, where you research, plan, 
prepare, make and evaluate a piece of work or an 
activity, case study or presentation.

assessment and grading criteria which are to be 
used for grading purposes. A summative unit grade 
will be awarded at Pass, Merit or Distinction: 

• 
all the Pass assessment criteria;

• To achieve a ‘Merit’, a student must additionally

• To achieve a ‘Distinction’, a student must

grading criteria. 

Students who complete the unit, but who do not 

BTEC International Level 2 in Creative Media Production
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