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Primary Prospectus

Welcome to the Primary School 
at ICS, the global home of 
#themonalisaeffect. 

This prospectus contains much of 
the information you will need to 
help you make the right decision for 
your child’s education. However, if 
you do have any further questions, 
we are more than happy to answer 
them personally. 

School Mission 

The International Community 
School provides a personalised, 
high quality education, drawing on 
the best of British and international 
practice. We will continue to 
nurture and invest in an inclusive 
and diverse learning community 
of happy, confident and creative 
global citizens.

School Vision

ICS is a school where every child 
can thrive.

www.ics.edu.jo 
© International Community School, 
    Amman, Jordan
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The Candle of Curiosity

In the earliest years of each child’s life, every child 
has a candle of curiosity, which burns brightly and 
hungrily.  Our aim throughout the school is to fan 
this flame and feed this curiosity, with an engaging, 
child-led and child-centred learning journey that 
caters directly to the needs, strengths and interests 
of every child. This is #themonalisaeffect in action.

In the Primary school, beginning in Year 1 and ending 
in Year 6, we offer a curriculum that is based on the 
National Curriculum for England and Wales, modified 
for our local and international context. Embracing 
the best of global pedagogy and practice, we pursue 
an #earlyyearsup approach to learning and teaching 
to keep that candle burning. We also keep a close 
and caring eye on each child to ensure they are 
happy, successful and able to fulfil their potential in 
a supportive and nurturing environment. 

We look forward to welcoming you and your child 
into the ICS community.



2

Further Information

You are always welcome to come and speak with any 
of the Primary Leadership Team, who can be reached 
via email as follows:

• Primary Headteacher  - Ian Hopkins
   (i.hopkins@ics.edu.jo)

• Deputy Head of Primary - Melanie Greenwood
   (m.greenwood@ics.edu.jo)

We invite you to contact the school to make an 
appointment should you have any further questions. 
Appointments can be made through Mariam Nahhas, 
the Primary Headteacher’s PA, via email.
(m.nahhas@ics.edu.jo)
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Our Curriculum 

Using comprehensive, long term curriculum maps, 
our staff work together as a team to plan engaging 
themes that encompass our different subject areas, 
whilst still allowing for flexibility, child-led enquiry 
and creativity.  We are dedicated to ensuring that 
your children are able to make progress through 
interacting with a variety of active, practical and 
meaningful activities.  Student voice is hugely 
important to us and, therefore, we regularly talk 
and listen to our children to find out how they like 
learning best.

Building on our Early Years curriculum and 
pedagogies, we fully embrace an #earlyyearsup 
approach that allows us to consider how children 
learn best, what choice in curriculum looks like and 
how our environments should look to support our 
children. 

We encourage exploration and discovery as learning 
opportunities as much as possible so that children 
can explicitly see how their learning links to the 
world around them so they can discover their place 
within it.  We also place a particular onus on ensuring 
that our children’s wellbeing is at the heart of all that 
we do.   Our greatest aim is to mould happy, lifelong 
learners.
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English

Although we focus on skills of grammar, spelling 
and handwriting, having real reasons to read and 
write is what drives our curriculum.  Each theme 
is text-driven, which not only gives our children 
experience with a wide range of quality texts, but 
also gives children the inspiration to be real writers 
and readers.

Languages 

Although the delivery of our curriculum is in 
English, our international context means that we 
put great value on the power of learning languages.  
In Primary, children have the option of learning 
Arabic, French, and in some years groups, beginning 
from August 2019, Spanish. We know that the best 
way to fall in love with learning languages, and to 
foster lifelong learning, is to make it as enjoyable 
as possible.  In addition to this, we provide extra-
curricular opportunities to learn other languages.

6
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Maths

Using a mastery approach to learning, our Maths 
curriculum aims to not only provide fluency in 
the use of Maths, but to also provide a deeper 
understanding of mathematical concepts.  To do 
this, we place an emphasis on problem-solving, the 
use of practical resources and clear planning built on 
children’s prior understanding.

Science 

At ICS, Science is not just about facts, figures and 
knowledge.  In Primary, to foster a real passion for 
science and scientific learning, we put enquiry and 
investigation at the forefront of our curriculum as a 
way to contextualise the content.

History and Geography

As in the Early Years Curriculum, we see History and 
Geography as inextricably-linked subjects that allow 
children to discover more about the world around 
them, both in Jordan and the wider world.



ICS Jordan / 2018  



10  

Computing

As well as teaching the fundamentals of Information 
Communication Technology (ICT), we teach 
a systematic and comprehensive scheme for 
Computer Science that allows children to explore 
such things as coding and programming so that they 
are prepared for the future they will inherit.

Art and Design 

We take an integrated approach to Art and Design 
that links to an overarching theme of the term.  
Through this approach, we also expose children to 
significant artists and designers to inspire their own 
creativity.

Music

We approach Music in three different ways, with 
three different aims.  Firstly, whole school singing 
for the whole ICS Primary community aims to 
foster not only a love of performance but, also, our 
international community spirit.  Secondly, through 
class music lessons, we introduce children to the 
different elements of music and aim to give them 
the foundation for future music learning.  Thirdly, 
through extra curricular activities such as tutoring in 
violin and piano, and Challenge Hour boomwhacker 
activities, we provide an opportunity for children to 
follow their own musical pathways and passions.
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Physical Education

At ICS, Physical Education serves two purposes.  
We aim to cultivate a love of sport and also to 
teach children about how to lead healthy lifestyles.  
Through our broad PE curriculum, which includes 
traditional sports, dance, gymnastics and more 
modern sports and games, our children have a wide 
range of opportunities.  Through our extra curricular 
activities, and through Challenge Hour, children 
can choose to pursue their individual passions in 
physical education.
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Challenge Hour

Each term, children sign up for one of over 50 
activities offered across the school, which they will 
attend and enjoy for an hour each week. Activities 
span a range of interests like coding, cooking, yoga, 
chess, drama, dance and gardening, in addition to a 
range of arts, languages, sports and music options 
not on offer in our regular curriculum.  This dedicated 
hour allows both staff and students to excel in an 
area of expertise, or, simply, to try something new.
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What makes us 
different?

Our highly skilled and qualified teaching team brings 
with them a plethora of experience from across the 
globe, enabling us to blend the very best classroom 
practice from around the world. We aim to be a 
centre of excellence throughout the region in Early 
Childhood education, and, indeed, our entire school 
builds on this through our #earlyyearsup strategic 
goal.

Through this goal, we embrace a play-based 
approach to learning. We encourage our children 
to organise and make sense of their social worlds 
through play, as they actively engage with other 
children, adults and objects. As in any outstanding 
Early Years classroom, learning is both child-
initiated and teacher-facilitated, enabling children 
to explore, experiment, discover and solve problems 
in imaginative and playful ways.  Here at the ICS, 
Primary builds on Early Years good practice and 
continues to allow our learners to grow and flourish.

At ICS, we know that a discovery-led, play-based 
education actually improves attainment, and 
that the more each child is engaged with, and has 
ownership of, a multimodal learning experience, the 
more they will achieve and thrive.

Our Guiding 
Principles  

Our curriculum is underpinned by seven core values.

Integrity
We are honest and trustworthy and take 
responsibility for our actions.

Determination
We strive for excellence through hard work, 
resilience, perseverance and a positive attitude.

Respect
We are open-minded, global citizens who appreciate, 
celebrate and honour other cultures, beliefs and 
worldviews.

Compassion
We are kind, caring and supportive of one-another 
and generous towards those less fortunate in our 
community and society.

Equity
We are fair minded and treat everyone as we would 
like to be treated.

Happiness
We work collaboratively and do our very best to 
ensure everyone at our school feels included, safe 
and valued.

Challenge
We are adventurous and creative about our learning 
and believe in the importance of taking risks and 
stepping outside of our comfort zone.

Our learning conversations are based around these 
core values and we encourage the use of this 
language during family time.
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Communication 

Primary begins in Year 1, when the children turn six, 
and ends in Year 6, when the children turn 11.  There 
are three phases in the Primary School: Years 1 and 
2; Years 3 and 4; and Years 5 and 6 - and there are 
key members of staff responsible for each phase.  
This ensures that there is continual challenge and 
support for teachers throughout the year, and that 
there is always a number of friendly faces that you 
can contact regarding any concerns or questions 
about your child.

At ICS, we believe that parents play a vital role in the 
learning, wellbeing and development of their child. 
Strong and continuous communication between 
parents and teachers is essential, as we seek to grow 
happy and successful children and young people. 

Parents are invited to our Family-Teacher 
Consultations three times a year. However, regular 
contact is encouraged, and our staff are always keen 
to discuss the progress and learning journey of your 
child. 
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The Early Years Classroom

We believe that much of the best pedagogy and 
practice can be found within the walls of Early Years 
classrooms around the world. Before the pressures 
and demands of a knowledge-based curriculum 
begin to take hold, learning is typically, and first and 
foremost, a fun and autonomous journey. At ICS, 
we want to keep that fun and autonomy alive, right 
through to Year 13.

Hybridising Best Pedagogy

We have explored some of the best Early Years 
pedagogies around the world, and are fortunate to be 
able to ‘cherry pick’ from each. For example, we seek 
inspiration from Ireland’s ‘Aistear’, and from New 
Zealand’s ‘Te Whāriki’; from the work of Professor 
Ferre Laevers on the ‘Leuven Scales’ of wellbeing 
and involvement, and from the core principles 
underpinning the ‘Forest Schools’ movement in 
Northern Europe. And, perhaps most importantly of 
all, we are excited by the Reggio Emilia approach.

Reggio Emilia: The 100 Languages

Reggio Emilia is an approach to Early Years and 
Primary education which is rooted in the rights of 
the child, and demands an experiential learning 
journey shaped by human relationships. At its core 
are the ‘100 Languages of Learning’ - what founder, 
Loris Malaguzzi, calls the “infinite ways that children 
can express, explore, and connect their thoughts, 
feelings and imaginings.” In other words, every child 
learns differently, and our challenge, as teachers, is 
to find their ‘learning language’ and speak through 
that.

Keeping the Rigour

This does not mean that we sacrifice the importance 
of academic attainment and progress. On the 
contrary, our curriculum retains all the rigour of the 
National Curriculum for England and Wales, and we 
keep a close and caring eye on each child to ensure 
they fulfil their potential and do not fall behind. At 
ICS, however, we believe that #earlyyearsup actually 
improves attainment, and that the more engaged 
each child is in a multimodal learning experience, 
the better they will actually do.

Sharing Good Practice

As a school, we are on a learning journey, and our 
bold and talented teachers are treading that road 
together. Like our children, we have a lot yet to 
learn, but, doors open, we are all peer coaches and 
mentors to help spread #earlyyearsup down, up and 
across the whole school. Many schools would be 
fazed by the size of the challenge; but, at ICS, we 
love it. After all, if we expect our children to climb 
difficult mountains, retaining a ‘growth mindset’ 
throughout, then we should do so too.

#earlyyearsup

#earlyyearsup 

At the ICS, we are proud pioneers and fierce 
advocates of a discovery-based, inquiry-led, child-
centred education - and we are determined to do 
things differently.
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Transition into Each 
Year Group

At ICS, we provide a seamless transition from the end 
of Early Years into Year 1 and the Primary School. 
Both in the Early Years and Year 1, our staff work 
together to ensure your child feels safe, secure and 
prepared for the next stage of their learning journey. 
This relationship then continues to be built and 
strengthened each year your child is with us at ICS. 
Our dedicated team of leaders, teachers, teaching 
assistants, learning assistants and counsellors work 
together to ensure that your children’s needs are 
catered for, and that there is always a friend for your 
child to speak with.  We like to think of ourselves as a 
family, and, as such, aim to ensure that no one feels 
left out or missed.

As an international school, students move in and 
out of our classes regularly.   It is, therefore, of the 
utmost importance to us that we teach our children 
to be empathetic, to value diversity and adapt to 
new situations. We support children to establish 
relationships quickly - both our children that stay at 
ICS into Secondary, and those that move on - and we 
encourage our children to communicate concerns, 
questions or worries with us so that we can ensure 
the vital support that is needed from both school 
and home.
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Accreditations & Memberships
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